Abiding Savior Free Lutheran Church Confirmation

“The Bible: What it is, How it was written, Why we can trust it.”

This lesson is due in class for discussion and review on September 21st, 2011. 

Read chapter one “The Bible” of The Adult Class Manual”. 
Read any 5 chapters of your Bible this week. Note the chapters read and write out at least one thing you appreciated learning or was an encouragement to you. 


Chapters Read:  1.                    2.                        3.                        4.                      5.

Appreciation or Encouragement:

After completing the assignment the student will be able to: 


a. Identify the reasons the Bible can be trusted.


b. Define terms such as Inspiration, the Gospel, Testaments, Red Thread, and skeptic.  


c. Commit the Memory Verse to heart: “Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light to my path.” (Psalm 119:105 NKJ)

The Bible is the Word of God. It is vital to understand why we hold it to be so, and why we can trust our Bibles. It is also important to learn some of the basics about how it was written. 

Our bible was written centuries ago, but its truth is eternal and applies to all of time. We do not possess any of the original documents penned by Moses, Paul, or others, but we do have copies. Sometimes skeptics (people that doubt the truth of the Bible) say that the copies have changed so much from the originals that you really cannot trust the Bible. But a search of the evidence proves the skeptic wrong. Have you ever heard of Homer’s Illiad? You probably have studied it in school. Or how about Julius Caesar’s Caesar’s War Commentaries? Do you know we have vastly more copies of the New Testament than these other works? We have 10 known copies (manuscripts) of Caesar’s War Commentaries and 643 of The Illiad, yet 24,000 + of the ancient New Testament manuscripts! Further, the earliest New Testament manuscripts can be dated from 35-60 years of the actual events narrated. In comparison, 500 years lapsed between Homer and the first copy we have of his work, and some 950 years for the work of Julius Caesar. Another interesting fact about these documents is their accurate copying. Since no automated printing presses existed in biblical times, all documents had to be hand-copied. By comparing the manuscripts to one another we can determine how much the text is ‘distorted’ or changed. The Illiad has 764 lines that are different, which is a 5% distortion rate. That means that in one of every 20 lines we are totally unsure of what Homer actually wrote. I bet your instructor doesn’t share that information with you! 

How about the Bible and its 24,000+ copies? In the entire New Testament, there are 40 lines that are distorted, or 1/5 of 1% (.2%). That means that 99.98% of the text is the same, which is 25 times better than the Illiad! It is important to know also that in the .2% of lines distorted, all are related to numbers, names, and other items in NO WAY effecting Christian doctrine, practice, or the history of the New Testament. Do not allow anyone to tell you the Bible is not a reliable historical document! It is by far the most reliable of any ancient document! 

Our Bibles are divided into 2 major sections, called Testaments. They are the Old and New Testaments, and are sometimes referred to as the First and Second Testaments  (we will share in class why this is accurate). Both testaments are a collection of books, written by men by the inspiration and direction of the Holy Spirit. This means that God used human authors to write, but that His Holy Spirit guided the men in all their writing.  While the Old Testament contains 39 books and contains the account of God and His people from the Creation of the earth to some 400 years before Christ’s birth, the New Testament contains 27 books and letters written over a period of approximately 50 years, from about 50 A.D to the early 90’s A.D. It gives accounts of many people and events, but concerns itself with a single person in particular. Who is that person? Jesus Christ! It is important to remember that although we often view the Testaments separately, they are both equally God’s Word. The crucial difference can be said to be that the Old Testament looks Ahead to Jesus, and the New Testament looks Back to Jesus. But the “Red thread” of Christ is that which unites both Old and New Testaments, and we must not forget this fact. 

The word “bible” comes from a Greek word meaning ‘book’. The word “testament” means, “covenant”. It is a word describing an agreement or contract between two parties. The Old Testament describes the covenant between God and the people of Israel, the Jewish nation. They were to be His special people and through them the world was to be blessed. The nation of Israel was to serve and worship God alone. In response to His love and care, His people (Israel) were to live in obedience and faith to God’s laws and His ways. Sadly, they failed time after time. But a new hope entered in with a “new covenant.” This covenant is described in the pages of the New Testament, and is made possible through the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus Christ. The obedience to God’s laws that Israel was unable to fulfill was perfectly fulfilled in Jesus. It is because of His perfect obedience that we have offered to us eternal life. The message of Christ’s life, His death, and His resurrection in order that we may receive eternal life is the “good news” of the New Testament. In fact, that is why the first 4 books of the New Testament are called “the Gospels”, which also means “good news”. They describe for us events, teachings, and effects of Jesus life here on earth. All of which is “good news”!

It is important as well to consider what we are reading as we open our Bibles. The Bible is unlike any other book, for it is written by 40 different authors over a period of some 1600 years; it describes the beginning of time, and it describes the end of time, and it contains the world’s most wonderful love story—God’s love of man. Further, in contrast to all other books in the world the Bible claims to be the Word of God. This is God’s own testimony, given in Scripture—it is what He says Himself about the Bible. Therefore, Christian believers affirm not merely that the Bible contains God’s Word, but that it is God’s Word. This is important for us to understand, for as we read the Bible then, we are reading God’s very own record and report to us. Martin Luther stated it well, “﻿You must deal with Scripture in such a way that you think just as God Himself has spoken.﻿” 

Study Questions:

1. How is the Bible different (unique) from all other books?

2. When we say the Bible is “inspired” what do we mean? Look up 2 Timothy 3:16 and 2 Peter 1:21 as you answer. 

3. Chapter 1 of our reading makes the statement that the Bible “is the supreme authority in all matters of faith and life.” (p. 2)  Why is this so? Be able summarize the reasons this lessons provides for why this is true. 

4. Look up Psalm 19:1 and Romans 1:19-20. What do these verses teach us about God and science and God and nature? Is there disagreement or agreement between them? Why or why not?

5. Read the following passages. Write out what the Bible says about itself, or what it accomplishes, or who is speaking. Your answer will depend on the verse. 

Exodus 17:14


Isaiah 55:10-11


Romans 1:16


1st Thessalonians 2:13

6. Define the following terms:


Gospel





“Red Thread” of the Bible


Bible





Inspiration


Testament




Manuscripts


Skeptic

7. Why can we call the Bible “God’s love story for mankind”? 

8. What dangers come from the thinking that the Bible “contains” God words versus the Bible IS God’s word? 
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