Abiding Savior Free Lutheran Church Confirmation

“The First Article of the Creed—God the Father and Creator”

This lesson is due in class for discussion and review on September 28th, 2011. 

** Read chapter two “God” of The Adult Class Manual.”

** Read and study this lesson, and complete all the study questions.  
** Read any 5 chapters of your Bible this week. Note the chapters read and write out at least one thing you appreciated learning or was an encouragement to you. Write out at least one question your reading raised. 


Chapters Read:  1.                    2.                        3.                        4.                      5.

Appreciation or Encouragement:

** Memorize the First Article of the Apostle’s Creed. “I believe in God, the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth.” 
** Commit to memory these verses: Deuteronomy 6:4–5 (NKJV)   “Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God, the Lord is one! 5 You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul, and with all your strength.

After completing the assignment the student will be able to: 


a. Define What and Whom God is. 


b. Describe what the “Trinity” is. 


c. Identify the special work each member of the Trinity does. 


d. Know these terms, “creed, preserver, Creator.”


e. Know what the Apostle’s Creed is in regard to its purpose and formation.  
We now turn to our study of the  “The Apostles’ Creed”. You have likely said it very often in church, and now we will take time and study and dig deeper into what these words mean to us and how they describe our faith and our salvation. Please review the words of the Creed, as it is important that you commit them to memory. 

The Apostles’ Creed:

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth. 


And in Jesus Christ His only Son, our Lord; Who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary; Suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; He descended into hell; The third day He rose again from the dead; He ascended into heaven, and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty; From there He shall come to judge the living and the dead. 


I believe in the Holy Spirit; The Holy Christian Church, the communion of saints; The forgiveness of sins; The resurrection of the body; And the life everlasting. Amen.
A quick introduction to the Apostle’s Creed:

1. The word “creed” comes from the Latin credo, which means “I believe.” A creed is a statement of what a person believes; it is a confession of faith.

2. The Apostles’ Creed is the most universally accepted creed among Christian churches. Some churches accept no creed of any kind, being careful not to add anything to Scripture. Other churches accept many other creeds (our church accepts the Nicene Creed, the Athanasian Creed, the (unaltered) Augsburg Confession and Luther’s Small Catechism). Our authority is Scripture, first and alone, but we affirm that these statements are accurate reflections of Scriptural teaching. The creed summarizes key Biblical principles. 

3. The Apostles’ Creed is a Scriptural statement, but it’s not specifically in Scripture. That is, it agrees with Scripture, but it is not a quote from Scripture. It has three parts (or articles): God the Father, God the Son (Jesus Christ), and God the Holy Spirit. We will study each of these articles in depth over the upcoming weeks. 

4. The Apostles’ Creed, the best known creed of Christendom and accepted by all Christians. Although named after the Apostles, it was not written by them, but it was named such because it was a brief summary of the teachings the Apostles believed and taught. As it stands today, it first appeared as part of a book from around 750AD. We have a copy of a creed from about 400AD that is pretty close, and we have a creed almost identical creed to the modern-day version from the early 500's AD. Early Christians were not popular, and claiming this creed as your own could cost you your life. This creed was precious to early Christians and they believed so strongly in it that they were willing to stake their lives upon its words. One of the creed’s main purposes was to refute (argue against) the many false teachings that were being presented as true. The creed became an essential summary of what all Christians believed. 

5. The Apostle’s Creed consists of three articles, or three short statements of truth. These statements tell what Christians believe about God as He has revealed Himself to us as the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. The First Article is that of Creation, which reveals God as the Creator and Provider; the Second Article is that of Redemption, which tells of God’s work in His Son, Jesus; and the Third Article is that of Sanctification, which speaks to how God reveals Himself as the Holy Spirit. 

Study Questions: 

1.  How would you define the nature of God or answer the question “Who is God?”

2. List at least one Scripture passage that proves out that there is only ONE God.

3.  Summarize what the Trinity is. What do we mean by the Trinity? Who is included in the Trinity? 

4. Read the following passages. How do they show the principle of the Trinity?


        Matthew 3:13-17

        Matthew 28:19

        2 Corinthians 13:14

5. What is the special work each member of the Trinity does? This work is summarized in each of the three articles of the Apostle’s Creed. 

6. What was God’s most special creation? Why? 

7. How did God create? 

8. What does it mean to say God is the Preserver of all things? 

9. What is the significance of saying “I believe” rather than “we believe?”

10. Can you write out your memory verse? Practice here. 
