Abiding Savior Free Lutheran Church Confirmation

“The Third Article of the Creed—The Holy Spirit and Applying Redemption”

This lesson is due in class for discussion and review on October 12, 2011. 

** Read chapter 6 of “The Adult Class Manual.”

** Read and study this lesson, and complete all the study questions.  
** Read any 5 chapters of your Bible this week. Note the chapters read and write out at least one thing you appreciated learning or was an encouragement to you. Write out at least one question your reading raised. 


Chapters Read:  1.                    2.                        3.                        4.                            5.

Appreciation or Encouragement:

** Memorize the Third Article of the Apostle’s Creed. “I believe in the Holy Spirit; The Holy Christian Church, the communion of saints; The forgiveness of sins; The resurrection of the body; And the life everlasting. Amen.”
 ** Commit to memory this verse: Ephesians 2:8–9 (NKJV) 8 For by grace you have been saved through faith, and that not of yourselves; it is the gift of God, 9 not of works, lest anyone should boast.

After completing the assignment the student will be able to: 


a. Define these terms: Repentance, Faith, Justification, and Regeneration.


b. Know that the Holy Spirit is also God.


c. Know the nature of man concerning sin. 


d. Understand that justification is not earned or merited, but is all of God’s grace.


e. Understand that God’s grace can be resisted. 
The Apostles’ Creed:

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth. 


And in Jesus Christ His only Son, our Lord; Who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary; Suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; He descended into hell; The third day He rose again from the dead; He ascended into heaven, and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty; From there He shall come to judge the living and the dead. 


I believe in the Holy Spirit; The Holy Christian Church, the communion of saints; The forgiveness of sins; The resurrection of the body; And the life everlasting. Amen.
Our book “The Adult Class Manual” does not cover a couple of phrases in the Third Article that I believe are important to know. I will define them below. Please be familiar with their meanings. 

“The Holy Christian Church, the Communion of Saints…” These phrases are applied to the whole number of believers in Christ, in all places. Only BELIEVERS are included here, and we call this the “Invisible Church”. Its membership is not by congregational vote, but by faith in Christ alone (Matthew 16:18, Ephesians 2:19-22).

“The forgiveness of sins”—this means we trust completely upon the Bible’s assurance that God daily and richly indeed forgives us of our sin (Psalm 130:3-4).

“The resurrection of the body”—this means that we believe that one the last Day God will indeed raise up all the dead, and all will be given bodies in which they will spend eternity (Job 19:25-27John 5:28-29).

“And the life everlasting”—this means we believe that the one trusting in Christ for salvation will live forever with Him, in both body and soul, in a state of everlasting joy and glory. And that the unbeliever, the one who rejects salvation in Christ will also live eternally, body and soul, in a state of everlasting agony and grief (Psalm 16:11, Luke 23:43, John 17:3; Matthew 25:46, John 3:36)
Study Questions: 

1. Is the Holy Spirit God? (Read Acts 5:3-4 if you are unsure).

2. List at least 3 of the personal works the Holy Spirit does. Cite the Scriptures you would use to show this personal nature of the Holy Spirit. 

3. What does the Bible say about the nature of man from his birth? (Psalm 14:3 and Ephesians 2:1 can help you answer this one).

4. Read Luther’s explanation of the Third Article contained on page 84 of your Catechism. What is the special work of the Holy Spirit according to his explanation? 

5. Define what “repentance” means. How does this come about?

6. Define “faith”. Why is the object of one’s faith so important?

7. Can a weak faith save us? Be prepared to defend your answer. 

8. What is “justification”? List at least one verse that tells us what this means from the Bible. 

9. Can we earn up to our justification? Why or why not. Give me a passage of Scripture to support your answer. 

10. Define “regeneration”. Do all men need regeneration? 

11. Does the Holy Spirit automatically make us come to repentance and faith in Jesus? Can the special work of the Holy Spirit by denied or resisted by the individual. Cite at least one Bible verse that supports your answers. 

12. Be ready to explain any of the phrases contained in the Third Article of the Creed, even those our book may not have talked about! 

