Abiding Savior Free Lutheran Church Confirmation

“The Means of Grace: The Word & Baptism”

This lesson is due in class for discussion and review on October 26, 2011. 

** Read chapter 8 of “The Adult Class Manual.”

** Read and study this lesson, and complete all the study questions.  
** Read any 5 chapters of your Bible this week. Note the chapters read and write out at least one thing you appreciated learning or was an encouragement to you. Write out at least one question your reading raised. 


Chapters Read:  1.                    2.                        3.                        4.                            5.

Appreciation or Encouragement:

 ** Commit to memory this verse: Ephesians 2:8–9 (NKJV)  8 For by grace you have been saved through faith, and that not of yourselves; it is the gift of God, 9 not of works, lest anyone should boast.

After completing the assignment the student will be able to: 

a. Define the term “means of grace.”


b. Describe the three ‘means of grace’ recognized by the Lutheran Church.


c. Define the term “sacrament.”

d. Be able to state reasons why we accept the validity and necessity of infant baptism.


e. Define “baptism” according to the Catechism’s definition. 

f. Know what happens spiritually in baptism. 

g. Describe what Confirmation is and what it accomplishes.
Study Questions: 

1. What is the meaning of the phrase “means of grace?” Are we bound to these means, or can we seek His grace through other ways? Why or why not?

2. Because Holy Scripture is the inspired Word of God, it possesses not only divine authority, but is also divinely effective (which is sometimes described as ‘divine efficacy’). This means that the Word of God contains within itself the creative power to work in man, who is by nature spiritually dead, both saving faith and true sanctification that brings him to spiritual life. The Word of God does not merely teach man the way of salvation and show him the means by which he may attain it; but by its truly divine power it actually converts, regenerates, and renews him. 

So why do we say the Word is a means of grace? Look up these verses and write out what they say about the Word of God and what it does or accomplishes.


John 6:63


Romans 1:16 & 10:17   

1 Thessalonians 1:13


1 Peter 1:23

3. If the Word of God is powerful and brings God’s grace to us, can it be resisted? Why or why not.

4. Define what a sacrament is. What are the two factors or objects in a sacrament? What are the two sacraments that Jesus instituted for us? 

5. Review Catechism question #355. What is Baptism? (this is a great definition so please be familiar with it!) 

6. Look up the following passages and write out what happens or occurs in baptism. 


Mark 16:15


John 3:5


Acts 2:38-39


Acts 22:16


Galatians 3:27


Titus 3:5  

1 Peter 3:21

7.  But one may wonder, ‘but it is only water…how can a little water do such great things?’ How  would you respond to that question? Read Catechism question #344 for a little help!

8. Are all men sinful? When do they become sinful? When do the begin to need God’s grace? Review the following verses as you answer this question.


Psalm 14:3


Psalm 51:5


Romans 3:23


Ephesians 2:1-3      
9. Circumcision was the Old Testament rite that brought an individual into a covenant relationship with God. It was ordained by God in Genesis 17:10-13. Read also Genesis 21:4. At what age did the individual come to enjoy the privilege of being in covenant with God? What has this to do with our conversation on baptism (especially infants)?
10. Review Colossians 2:11-12. What does this passage teach us regarding the Old Testament rite of circumcision and the New Testament sacrament of baptism? 

11. Can a child have faith or believe? Read the following passages before you answer.


Psalm 22:9-10


Matthew 18:6


Luke 18:15-17


2 Timothy 3:15

12. It is vital to understand that baptism is not an automatic, eternally valid ticket into heaven. Being baptized does not grant an individual a license to sin. Baptism is not the Savior and it cannot replace Christ. Baptism is effective however, not because of the act itself, but because of the Christ of the act—a wise teacher once told his class, “in baptism salvation begins, but it does NOT end there.” What does this statement mean? 

13. Review Matthew 28:18-20. What do we learn about baptism in these verses? Who is included in the word “all” of verse 19? 

1

