Abiding Savior Free Lutheran Church Confirmation

“Old Testament Survey—Introduction and the Pentateuch”

This lesson is due in class for discussion and review on January 11, 2012. 

Read any 5 portions of your Bible this week. Note the section you read and write out at least one thing you appreciated learning or found as an encouragement. 

Sections  read:  1.                    2.                        3.                        4.                      5.

Appreciation or Encouragement:

After completing the assignment the student will be able to: 


a. Be able to define the terms Pentateuch, Torah, and testament. 


b. Identify the one or two word summary that best describes each book of the Pentateuch. 


c. Identify at least two characteristics of the Bible which are set forth in the Scripture itself. 


d. Identify why we can trust the Bible. 


e. Recite from memory the Pentateuch. 

“You must deal with Scripture in such a way that you think just as God Himself has spoken.” Martin Luther

Our study of the Old Testament will begin with a review of some interesting facts regarding the Bible ( a good deal of this is a review from our study of the NT). 

· The Bible is God’s written revelation of His will to us.

· The thread that ties the entire book together is Jesus Christ.

· The Bible contains 66 books, 39 in the Old (First) Testament and 27 in the New (Second) Testament.

· The Bible was written by 40 authors, including kings, prophets, statesmen, and fishermen.

· The Bible’s writings were written over a period covering 1,600 years.

· The Bible contains two great divisions—the Old and New Testaments. Together they are referred to as the Holy Scriptures.

· The word “bible” comes from the Greek word “biblios” which means book. 

· The word “testament” means ‘covenant’ or agreement. The Old Testament tells of the covenant God made with people about their salvation before Jesus came; the New Testament tells of the agreement God made with people about their salvation after Jesus came. 

· The Old Testament was written mainly in Hebrew.

· The New Testament was written in Greek.

· The Bible is the greatest book ever written. 

We will begin our survey of the Old Testament with the first five books of the Bible—Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, and Deuteronomy. These books are called by the Jews the ‘Torah’, a Hebrew term meaning “law” or “teaching.”  When these were translated into Greek, these books came to also be known as the Pentateuch, meaning  “the fivefold book” (from the Greek penta, “five,” and teuchos, “volume”). They can also be referred to as the ‘books of the Law’ as a large part of their content deal with how God’s chosen people were to be different from other nations and how they were to live in the world. They speak of how God entered into a relationship with the Jewish people and how the people were to rightly live in this relationship. We believe that Moses was the author (human) of these books (Joshua 1:7; Luke 16:29). 
Genesis starts in “the beginning” (Genesis 1:1), and is literally a book of beginnings. It tells us about the beginning of everything, with the exception of one thing (do you know what that is?). Moses is the author of the book, and quite sadly, many folks think that much of it is legend and tall tales, especially the first 11 chapters. They are in error with this thinking, and I would urge all of us to remember that as we deal with the Bible we are dealing with God’s Word and He is a God who cannot lie or be in error. You will look at some Bible passages that will help you understand this later in the lesson. The key concept of the book can be summarized as Beginnings. Some of the major people and events in the book of Genesis include Creation, The Fall into Sin, The Flood and Noah’s ark, The Tower of Babel, Abraham, Sarah, Isaac, Jacob, and Joseph.  A key turning point in the book occurs in chapter 12 as Abram is selected and called of God. In his calling Abram is given God’s promise that through his descendents God’s message of salvation will be given to all the world.

Exodus is the second book in the five-fold division of the Pentateuch. The term “exodus” means ‘leaving, departure, or way out’ and speaks to the Israelite nation being slaves in Egypt, but ‘led out’ by God. A key concept in the book is that of Redemption. This term means to ‘buy back, ransom, to make free’, and is best seen in the giving of the Passover Lamb as the people left Egypt. The great hero of the book is Moses, and significant events include Pharaoh and the plagues, the Red Sea crossing, wandering in the desert, building a tabernacle, the giving of the 10 Commandments, and the guidelines provided by God for how His people are to live (the law). 

Leviticus is our third book. Its title means ‘that which concerns the priests’ (the priests were called Levites), and much of the book details various laws, commands, and procedures of worship and sacrifice for God’s people. While a lot of this deals specifically with the priests who led worship, it is important to note that the laws and procedures applied to all the nation and not just a select few. The key concept is that of Holiness. The word means to be ‘set apart, consecrated, sacred’, and the book shows how unholy people are made able to approach a holy God and be in fellowship with him. This was done through a system of sacrifices, by which the people approached God, and then through obedience to His laws and ordinances, which was the way people continued their fellowship with Him. The root word for “holy” occurs 152 times in the book. It is very important that as we read Leviticus we understand that all of the sacrifices point ahead to the perfect sacrifice, Jesus Christ. 

Numbers is a book describing the wanderings of the people of Israel after they disobeyed God. It takes its name from two instances in the book were God’s people are numbered or counted. The book itself describes nearly 40 years of history in which God’s people are transformed from ex-slaves into a people prepared to enter into the Promised Land of Canaan. The key concept of the book is that of Wandering, and this is seen as a consequence of their unbelief. Major events and people include Moses, Aaron, Miriam (their sister), Joshua and Caleb, census taking, and Canaan. God’s grace even to a disobedient people is clearly seen as well, especially in His provision of guidance, direction, as well as food and water. 

Deuteronomy is the final book of the Pentateuch. Its title means ‘second law’, and in it the 10 Commandments are repeated and the law is expanded and explained.  Moses is a key figure, and he gives this law again as a way of remembrance. God’s people are to be constantly mindful of all that God has done for them, and as a result of their gratitude, they are to willingly and lovingly serve Him. These Commandments give us a clear picture on how we are to live. It records the death of Moses and the continuation of leadership in the man Joshua. Significant people and events include Moses, Joshua, cities of refuge, and the prohibition against idolatry, and the blessings of obedience and the costs of disobedience. The key concept of the book is that of a Remember, and this encouragement is repeated throughout the book (some 15 times!). The people are never to forget God’s provision—nor are they to forget to obey Him. 

1. What does the Bible say about itself? Read each of the following passages to answer.
Exodus 24:4

Numbers 1:1

Psalm 119:89

Isaiah 1:18

Isaiah 40:8

John 8:31-32, 51

John 17:17

1 Thessalonians 2:13

2 Timothy 3:16-17

2. What are the first 5 books of the Bible? Who wrote them? (Joshua 1:7 gives a hint!)

3. Why are they sometimes called “the Pentateuch”?

4. Read the following passages at write what is “beginning” in each. (remember from our study that Genesis is a book of beginnings or origins). 

Genesis 1:1-25

Genesis 1:26-27

Genesis 2:24

Genesis 3:1-7

Genesis 4:1-2

5. Read Exodus 11:1-10 & 12:1-13. List and describe briefly two main ideas in this passage. 

6. Read Leviticus 19:2. Describe how this verse relates to the main theme of the book.

7. Read Numbers 14:20-38. Describe how this passage shows the key concept of the book. 

8. Read the following passages in Deuteronomy. How do they relate to the book’s key concept?

4:10

7:17-18

8:2

9. Can you write out the one word summary (key concept) as noted above in our notes for each of these books?

Genesis—

Exodus—

Leviticus—

Numbers—

Deuteronomy—

12. Martin Luther wrote, “Let the man who would hear God speak read Holy Scripture” & “Scripture is God’s testimony concerning Himself.” 

Thought questions…

How would you describe what the Bible if someone asked you?

How would you describe your use of the Bible? 

What role does it play in your daily life? 

What are some ways you can improve your knowledge and how you value the Bible?
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