Abiding Savior Free Lutheran Church Confirmation

“Old Testament Survey—Books of Poetry and Wisdom”

This lesson is due in class for discussion and review on January 25th, 2012. 

Read any 5 portions of your Bible this week. Note the section you read and write out at least one thing you appreciated learning or found as an encouragement. 

Sections read:  1.                  2.                        3.                        4.                      5.

Appreciation or Encouragement:

After completing the assignment the student will be able to: 

a. Describe the main parts of Hebrew poetry.

b. Define terms such as “Wisdom literature”, sovereignty, Messianic psalms, and praise.

c. Identify key words that summarize the different themes of the books we described as Poetry and Wisdom. 

d. Identify what makes the Bible’s Wisdom literature different from any other book’s view of wisdom. 

e. Will read portions from each of these 6 books. 

We now begin a brief survey of the books called Poetry or Wisdom in our Old Testament. The books we will include here are Job, Psalms, Proverbs, Ecclesiastes, Song of Solomon, and Lamentations. The form of these books is mostly poetic, but Hebrew poetry is not like our English poetry. For us, a main characteristic of poetry is that of rhyme. In Hebrew, rhyme was not necessarily a key part of poetry (although in the original Hebrew it did at times), but even more important was structure, form and the repetition of words and sounds. Because of this fact, as we read these books that are called ‘poetic’ they often do not sound very poetic to our ears. 

These books are also called Wisdom literature. In Hebrew the word we translate as ‘wisdom’ means “skill for living”, and we will find that these books give practical insights on how we are to live. These books gave to the people guidance for their everyday behavior and their moral behavior and because God’s word is eternal, these principles also apply to us today. It is vital to remember that the main difference between the Bible’s wisdom literature and wisdom writings from other cultures is that the Bible’s wisdom is based entirely upon God. In other cultures and religions, this wisdom is based upon men (sometimes referred to as sages) who were thought to be exceptionally smart by the people. The principle of God based wisdom is set forth very clearly in Proverbs 1:7, “The fear of the LORD is the beginning of knowledge; fools despise wisdom and instruction.”

A general characteristic of these books is that they deal with matters and issues that have concerned man through all of time. Suffering, love, the shortness of life, fairness, good and evil, death, why the wicked prosper, and so forth have always been on man’s hearts and are part of all of our lives. Because of this fact, these books never get old for they are always able to speak to us in a place of need or question.  

Let us now take a quick look at a summary of each book.

Job—is one of the Bible’s oldest books. It deals with a man Job, who was tested by extreme trial and difficulty. He literally went from being very wealthy to having absolutely nothing, and for no apparent reason of his own fault. Satan asks God if he may test Job, and God permits Satan to do so. The book asks the question of “why do the righteous suffer?”, and in the end helps us understand something we call the sovereignty of God. Sovereignty is God’s absolute authority and power over everything and every aspect of Creation. Because God is sovereign, His ways are not always revealed to us nor do we always understand the reason some things happen. 

Psalms—is your pastor’s favorite book. As you read it you will find that the various Psalms cover not only every emotion in life, but also almost every event from birth to death and everything in between. It was known as the Hebrew’s prayer book, and most often these Psalms were sung and not simply read as we do. The Hebrew word for ‘psalms’ means “to praise”, and as you read the book you will find that indeed large portions of it deal with praising, praying, and worshipping the Lord. A primary part of praise is literally to “boast of God.” Given this consideration, our worship must center upon God and not upon man. There are several types of Psalms in this book, but one I want you to remember is “Messianic Psalms”. These psalms specifically anticipate (prophesy) to the life and ministry of Jesus Christ, and are called ‘Messianic” because they deal with the anointed One to come. Psalm 22 is the most frequently quoted Psalm in the New Testament and tells in detail the death of Jesus, centuries before it happened! 

Proverbs—this book gives detailed instructions for how God’s people are to deal successfully in the everyday affairs of life. It shows us how we are to deal with parents, children, neighbors, government, employment, friends, and spouses. Solomon wrote the majority of this book, and he is remembered as the second wisest man who ever lived (do you know who was the wisest?). 

Ecclesiastes—is a book that describes King Solomon’s search for happiness in life. He discovered that nothing satisfies completely except God. In fact, one of the main features of the book is the ‘vanity’ (worthless) of this life apart from God. 

Song of Solomon—is a poetic love story and a picture of love and intimacy in marriage. 

Lamentations—is a poem about the sorrow over sin and the hope that God grants to those that are His as a person faces extreme difficulty and trial. 

1. Read Job 1:1; 1:13-22; 2:10. How is Job described? What happens to Job? How does Job respond? How would you respond?

2. Read Psalm 136:1-9. The rest of the Psalm is very similar. What do you think a main point of the Psalm is?

3. Read Psalm 150. What is the main point of the Psalm?

4. Read any other Psalm (not 136 or 150) in the book of Psalms. After you read it describe what its main point was and how you might use it in your own life (might I suggest some personal favorites of Psalm 18; 19; 23; 46; 119; 121). Be sure to include what Psalm you selected in your answer. 

5. Read Proverbs 3:1-12. List out 3 main thoughts you see in these verses. 


1.


2.


3. 

6. What separates the Bible’s wisdom writings from the wisdom writings of other cultures or religions? Where does true wisdom begin (see Proverbs 1:7)

7. Read Ecclesiastes 1:1-2 & 12:13-14. What are two main points in these verses?


1.


2. 

8. Read the following passages in the Song of Solomon. Does this sound like a love poem you would write? (
5:10-16 (the bride admires the groom) 

7:1-9 (the groom admires the bride)

9. Read Lamentations 3:19-27. What do these verses tell us? Why would your pastor use these verses to comfort people going through very hard times?

10. Match each book with its correct summary description:

_____ Job




A. Talks about the vanity of life

_____Psalms 




B. Sorrow over sin and hope in hard times

_____Proverbs



C. Talks of marital love and intimacy

_____ Ecclesiastes



D. Gives detailed instructions for dealing 








with everyday matters of life

_____Song of Solomon

_____Lamentations



E. Talks a lot about “praising” God







F. Explores the question of why good people 






suffer

11. What is God’s will concerning man? Where does man find out about this? (review question from an earlier lesson)

12. What is the central truth of all the Bible? (what is the thread that ties together every book?)

For our Celebration of Knowledge, you will need to be able to write out in order the books of the Old Testament. A good way to end our lesson is to practice. Write out as many of the books as you can in order below. 
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