Abiding Savior Free Lutheran Church Confirmation

“Old Testament Survey—The Prophets”

This lesson is due in class for discussion and review on February 1st, 2012. 

Read any 5 portions of your Bible this week. Note the section you read and write out at least one thing you appreciated learning or found as an encouragement. 

Sections read:  1.                  2.                        3.                        4.                      5.

Appreciation or Encouragement:

After completing the assignment the student will be able to: 

a. Identify the names of the books that make up The Prophets.

b. Describe the difference between ‘fore-telling ’and ‘forth-telling’. 

c. Describe the basis upon which the Prophets are placed into the two designations, Major and Minor. 

d. Identify a favorite phrase of the Prophets.

e. Define the four major themes of the Prophets. 

f. Know the books of the Old Testament in order. 

We will now look at the section of our Old Testament called the Prophets. We include in this section the following books: Isaiah, Jeremiah, Ezekiel, Daniel, Hosea, Joel, Amos, Obadiah, Jonah, Micah, Nahum, Habakkuk, Zephaniah, Haggai, Zechariah, and Malachi. When you hear this description, “Prophets”, what do you think? For most people, they immediately think predicting the future. This is indeed correct, but the role of a prophet was much bigger than that. A large part of a prophet’s ministry was that of calling a rebellious people (Israel) to repentance. This would mean obeying and depending upon God. They were also the evangelists of the day, those men who proclaimed the truth of God’s word to a people often living in disobedience to it. When a prophet predicts the future, we call this ‘fore-telling’. When a prophet proclaims the truths of God’s word, we call this “forth-telling.” Today, pastors would be considered ‘prophets’ in that their work involves telling others about God’s word. 

We usually divide the Prophets into two sections: Major and Minor. Why do you think that is? Because some are a lot more important than others? No—they are divided in this way because 4 are much longer (Isaiah, Jeremiah, Ezekiel, and Daniel) than the others. However, each is equally important because they are God’s word to us, and the length does not relate to their importance for our lives. 

What kind of men were the Prophets? Perhaps the best word to describe them would be ‘fearless’. They were men who were prepared to face ridicule, discomfort, and even loss of life for proclaiming the truth of God’s word. A favorite phrase repeated throughout the books is “thus says the LORD”, and they were men who were bold and without fear when it came to telling others about God’s will and His word. They often had to confront the powerful leaders of their day, and often had to call the people to recognize how they were turning from God and turning to idols, or the many ways in which they broke God’s laws. 

It is important that we see that there are normally three elements in the message of the Prophets. First, it was a message to the people of their day. The prophet would expose sin and proclaim to the people God’s will. Second, a message of predicted future events. The Prophets often looked ahead to a future time and the events that were to come. And thirdly, a message is given to our day as well. The Prophets did not only speak to the people of the Old Testament, but they also speak to us for God’s word is eternal and in it are eternal principles of right and wrong, and a description of  God’s will for all people. So even though the prophets lived and worked in days long ago, their message is meaningful to us for it is God’s work and His Word! 

Let us look to some of the major themes these books speak to. Following is a list of the things the prophets were especially concerned with:

1. The coming of Messiah. The term “messiah” literally means ‘anointed one’. The Messiah was the individual to be sent of  God to save His people. He came to us in the person of Jesus Christ, and the prophets spoke (foretold) of His future coming. In His first coming to earth, Jesus came as a humble baby; in His second coming at the end of time, He will come as a conquering victor. The prophets looked forward to both of these comings, and speak boldly regarding them. 


2. Judgment—the prophets speak loud and clear about the consequences of sin and rebellion. Sadly, it was a message many in Israel neglected and continued on in their sinful ways. This judgment was often expressed in the destruction of Jerusalem, and the Captivity of the people in a foreign land. 


3. Repentance—the prophets spoke about the need to repent. Repent means not only a sorrow or sadness over sin, but a turning away from sin. As we turn from sin, we are to turn to God’s ways. 


4. Restoration—the prophets also spoke of God’s grace and forgiveness. As the people would repent, they would be restored to a place of favor. God is a gracious God, desiring not to punish, but to bless. Even the worst of people, as they would repent and turn from their sin, will be forgiven. 
1. Read 2nd Peter 1:20-21. What do these verses tell us about the Prophets?

2. Read 2 Kings 17:13. This verse highlights one of the major functions of the prophets. What is it?

3. Why do we divide the Prophets into two groups, Major and Minor?

4. Name the 4 themes the Prophets often spoke of.


1.


2. 


3. 


4. 

5. Read Isaiah 41:10. What encouragement does it contain for us?

6. Read Isaiah 53:4-6. Who is being spoken of in these verses? What can we tell about him from these verses?

7. Read Jeremiah 29:10-14. What are two main points in these verses?


1.


2. 

8. Read Ezekiel 5:5-8. What is the main idea of these verses? 

9. Read Ezekiel 33:11. What do we learn of God’s heart in this verse? What does He desire of us?

10. Read Daniel 3:1-30. What do you learn from this chapter? Write out two things.


1. 


2. 

11. Read Hosea 12:6. What message is the Prophet giving us?

12. Pick any FOUR of the following passages and describe the main idea of them:


Joel 2:12-13


Amos 5:14-15


Obadiah 1:15


Jonah 1:1-5


Micah 6:8


Nahum 1:7


Habakkuk 3:17-18


Zephaniah 3:17


Haggai 1:3-10


Zechariah 9:9


Malachi 3:6-11
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